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DETAILED ACTION 

This application has been examined. The original claims 1-32 are pending. The 
examination results are as follows. 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C 
1 1 9(a)-(d). The certified copy of the priority document has been received. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The examiner has considered the documents listed in forms PTO-1449 submitted 
with the Information Disclosure Statements (IDSs) received on 07/18/2003 (see the 
attached form PTO-1449). 

Specification 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it has more than one 
paragraph. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 5 and 1 8-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
term "fulfilment" is a typo. It should be changed to "fulfillment". Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 8-14, 17-18, 21-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ebisawa (Patent No. US 6,369,802 B1, hereinafter simply referred to as 
Ebisawa). 

As to claims 1 and 13, Ebisawa teaches: 

A method of identifying symbols in a portable electronic device and a portable 
electronic device (i.e., handwritten data input device, see Fig. 1) comprising: a screen 
(i.e., the tablet 2), a contact surface in the screen area covering at least part of the 
screen area (i.e., form detector and clip 6), and a contact area for symbol creation 
located in the contact surface area (i.e., a reference character frame (see col. 10, lines 
55-57 and dotted-frame as shown in Fig. 15B), the method comprising: 

detecting the start of a symbol creation function (i.e., step B2 in Fig. 5 and text 
from col. 5, lines 5-20); 

enlarging the size of the contact area for symbol creation after the start of the 
symbol creation function (i.e., the reference frame is expanded to cover the written 
symbol, see Fig. 15B); 

interpreting a symbol created in the enlarged contact area for symbol creation 
(i.e., the written symbol is interpreted as '4', see Fig. 15B). 
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As to claims 2 and 14, Ebisawa teaches further comprising detecting the start of 
the symbol creation function (i.e., step B2 in Fig. 5 and text from col. 5, lines 5-20) 
based on a touch in the contact area for symbol creation (i.e., step D1 in Fig. 12 and 
associated text in col. 9 lines 19-22). 

As to claims 4 and 17, Ebisawa teaches further comprising enlarging the size of 
the contact area for symbol creation in the screen area by at least 25 percent (i.e., the 

expanded character frame in Fig. 15B is at least 25% larger than its original size in Fig. 

♦ 

15A). 

As to claims 5 and 18, Ebisawa teaches further comprising detecting the 
fulfilment of an end condition (i.e., the device detects when the user finishes inputting 
symbol "4" as shown in Fig. 15A and 15B) and interpreting the symbol created in the 
enlarged contact area for symbol creation once the fulfilment of the end condition is 
detected (step E4 in Fig. 14). 

As to claims 8 and 21 , Ebisawa teaches further comprising giving a signal at the 
start of the symbol creation function (i.e., the pen approaches the tablet, see step B1 in 
Fig. 5). 

As to claims 9 and 22, Ebisawa teaches further comprising giving said signal for 
indicating the location of the enlarged contact area for symbol creation in the enlarged 
contact area for symbol creation (i.e., dotted-frame as shown in Fig. 15B). 
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As to claims 10 and 23, Ebisawa teaches wherein said signal is a light, voice or 
vibration signal (i.e., alarm tone from the buzzer as shown in step B3 in Fig. 5 and 
vibration signal from a movable actuation lever 16a as seen in Fig. 6). 

As to claims 1 1 and 24, Ebisawa teaches further comprising interrupting the 
signalling if the touch moves outside the enlarged contact area for symbol creation (i.e., 
moving the pen out-of-range, see col. 5, lines 5-20). 

As to claims 12 and 25, Ebisawa further teaches wherein said symbol is one or 
more letters, digits, images or a combination thereof including two or more symbols (see 
Fig. 13C-13D and text from col. 10 lines 63-67 to col. 11 lines 1-5). 

As to claim 26, Ebisawa further teaches wherein the portable electronic device is 
a mobile station (see Fig. 1 and text from col. 3, lines 28-44). 

As to claim 27, Ebisawa further teaches wherein the portable electronic device is 
a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant) device or a portable computer (see Fig. 1 and Fig. 
2), 

As to claim 28, Ebisawa teaches further comprising means for establishing a 
telecommunication connection (i.e., communication link and the like, see Fig. 2 and col. 
3 lines 48-64). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 3, 6-7, 15-16, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ebisawa in view of Okamoto et al (Patent No 5,502,461; hereinafter 
simply referred to as Okamoto). 

As to claims 3 and 15, Ebisawa teaches the limitations of claims 1 and 13 for the 
same reasons as discussed with respect to claims 1 and 13 above. However, Ebisawa 
fails to expressly teach that detecting the start of the symbol creation function based on 
a start signal given with a signalling device. 

Okamoto, though, teaches comprising detecting the start of the symbol creation 
function based on a start signal given (i.e., selecting key 261 as shown in Fig. 2) with a 
signalling device (i.e., pen 1C in Fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have used the function of character type selecting area as taught 
by Okamoto to the handwritten data input device as taught by Ebisawa to determine 
which type of symbols are to be recognized for accurate interpretation (see Okamoto 
col. 6, lines 52-54). 
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As to claim 16, Ebisawa teaches the limitations of claim 13 for the same reasons 
as discussed with respect to claim 13 above. However, Ebisawa does not expressly 
teach the means for enlarging the size of the contact area for symbol creation are 
configured to enlarge the size of the contact area based on control given by a touch 
screen or other user interface comprised by the device. Okamoto, though, teaches 
wherein the means for enlarging the size of the contact area for symbol creation (i.e., 
character writing frames 241-244, see Fig. 15) are configured to enlarge the size of the 
contact area based on control (i.e., menu 32 as shown in Fig. 14A) given by a touch 
screen (i.e., tablet 1A and 1B in Fig. 1) or other user interface (i.e., display area as 
shown in Fig. 2) comprised by the device (a hand written character input device, see 
col. 1, lines 9-13). Thus, combining Ebisawa and Okamoto would meet the claimed 
limitation for the same reasons as discussed with respect to claims 3 and 15 above. 

As to claims 6 and 19, Ebisawa teaches the limitations of claims 5 and 18 for the 
same reasons as discussed with respect to claims 5 and 18 above. However, Ebisawa 
does not expressly teach that the symbol creation function end condition being fulfilled 
when an end command is detected. Okamoto, though, teaches wherein the symbol 
creation function end condition being fulfilled when an end command is detected (i.e., 
the user select the "ENT" command for designating transfer of the characters which 
have been written in character writing frames 241-244 to document area 20, see Fig. 4). 
Thus, combining Ebisawa and Okamoto would meet the claimed limitation for the same 
reasons as discussed with respect to claims 3 and 15 above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/603,323 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2179 

As to claims 7 and 20, Ebisawa teaches the limitations of claims 5 and 18 for the 
same reasons as discussed with respect to claims 5 and 18 above. However, Ebisawa 
does not expressly teach that the symbol creation function end condition being fulfilled 
when no touch is detected in the contact area for symbol creation within a given time. 
Okamoto, though, teaches wherein the symbol creation function end condition being 
fulfilled when no touch is detected in the contact area for symbol creation within a given 
time (see col. 7, lines 6-12). Thus, combining Ebisawa and Okamoto would meet the 
claimed limitation for the same reasons as discussed with respect to claims 3 and 15 
above. 

9. Claims 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ebisawa. 

As to claim 29, Ebisawa teaches the limitations of claim 28 for the same reasons 
as discussed with respect to claim 28 above. However, Ebisawa does not expressly 
disclose that the telecommunication connection is a connection to be implemented in a 
mobile network. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include a connection to be implemented in a mobile network, 
in view of Ebisawa, because Ebisawa suggests to the skilled artisan that a 
communication link is utilized between the devices (see col. 3, lines 48-64) to provide 
the function of communicating with other devices in public mobile telecommunications 
services. 
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As to claim 30, Ebisawa teaches the limitations of claim 28 for the same reasons 
as discussed with respect to claim 28 above. However, Ebisawa does not expressly 
disclose that the telecommunication connection is an Internet connection. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
implement the internet connection, in view of Ebisawa, because Ebisawa suggests to 
the skilled artisan that a communication link is utilized between the devices (see col. 3, 
lines 48-64) to access to a worldwide network of computer to facilitate data transmission 
and exchange. 

As to claims 31 and 32, Ebisawa teaches the limitations of claim 28 for the same 
reasons as discussed with respect to claim 28 above. However, Ebisawa does not 
expressly disclose that the telecommunication connection is a short-range wireless 
connection including Bluetooth, infrared orWLAN connection. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
implement the a short-range wireless connection including Bluetooth, infrared or WLAN 
connection, in view of Ebisawa, because Ebisawa suggests to the skilled artisan that a 
communication link is utilized between the devices (see col. 3, lines 48-64) to replace 
the need for wires connecting electronic devices such as personal computers, printers, 
palm top computers and mobile phones. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Publication No. US 2003/0016873 A1 is cited to teach a handheld device such as 
PDA with a graphical user interface for entering handwritten text. 

Patent No. 6,049,329 is cited to teach a method and system for facilitating stylus 
input into a text entry field in a pen-based computer system. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 
571-270-1033. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00 
(every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



T.T 

10/18/2006 



Lienf Tran 
Examiner 
Arf Unit 2179 



